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SOUTHERY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes Subject to the Approval at the next Meeting

Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

Monday 4 June 2018 at 7.00 pm

Southery Village Hall

Attendance:

Cllr Terry Hipsey (Chair)
Cllr Alison Youngs (Vice Chair)
Cllr Crispin Copsey

Cllr Christine Feltwell 

Cllr James Green


Cllr Annette Osler 
Cllr Javey Osler
Cllr Roger Whitehead

 (One Vacancy)
Helen Richardson, Parish Clerk & Financial Responsible Person
Also in attendance:
Members of the Public: 7
Grounds Maintenance Contractor
Cllr Martin Storey (Norfolk County Council and Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk)

92/18
Apologies and Welcome

There were apologies of absence accepted from  Cllr Neil Richards (work commitments) and Cllr Kay Hipsey (personal reasons).
93/18
Consider Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items and Dispensation 
There was none.
94/18
Minutes of the Meeting dated 14 May 2018  and Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2018 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  

Proposed: Cllr Terry Hipsey, Seconded: Cllr Annette Osler, all in favour

DECISION: 
That the minutes of 14 May 2018 be approved.

Matters Arising:  There was none.
95/18
Co-option of Parish Council Vacancy.
There had been no applications received for the one vacancy.
96/18  Cllr Martin Storey Update
Cllr Martin Storey updated on the following: 
· The Norfolk County Council had appointed a new Leader Andrew Procter who was currently Leader of Broadland District Council.  At Norfolk County Hall he had stated his case for what he wished to do for Norfolk, and though any changes wouldn't be straight away there would be changes. 
· The Budget continued to be of concern for Norfolk people and Norfolk County Council were trying to keep a focus on this issue.

· Southery/Feltwell Road was raised at County Hall due to its condition and there had been extra funds available to do the work necessary this financial year which would soon commence.

· There had been some concern regarding the works on the Lynn Road and Feltwell Road by Anglian Water.  Residents had been keeping him informed and he would be pursuing answers of what had occurred and would feedback to the Parish Council.  He noted that they had now left the site, and if anyone had any concerns about the road works to get contact him. 

· Norfolk County Council website had lots of information to keep up to date and urged anyone view it.
· GDPR new regulations had been come into force on 25th May, and if needed he would be happy to assist on matters relating to it if required.  

· In general if anyone required his assistance then get in touch. 

· The Chair thanked Cllr Storey for information regarding road repairs.  He wished to reiterate that the roads were getting worse by breaking up and there had been several areas in the village in the same state.  It was felt that in the last year the roads were starting to take the strain due to the volume and weight of heavy lorry traffic, and asked that Cllr Storey take forward an entire investigation into the state of the roads, and to do this before the next beet campaign beings this year.  The Chair didn't wish anyone to get hurt due to the state of the roads as and he felt that it needed to be looked at as a matter of urgency.   Cllr Javey Osler joined the meeting at this point. 
· The Chair wished to thank the Norfolk County Council for cutting the verges along the A10.

· The Chair wished to share his concern about school's transport provision and removing the door to door services for disabled children that he had heard in the media and due to concerns they were not looking into this decision.  He shared that there should be more compassion for people with disabilities especially with children.  Cllr Storey advised that Norfolk County Council were mindful of those with disabilities and the help needed and took the need very seriously.  Cllr Storey shared that when the media report on issues sometimes the facts are not reported correctly.  Cllr Storey agreed to look into the issue and report back to the Parish Council.  Cllr Storey advised that Adult Social Services were at the top of Norfolk County Council agenda, as it was for him.  Cllr Storey will take up any changes to services that effect disabled people himself if it was to be withdrawn.    

97/18 Grass Cutting Schedule

The Chair introduced the grounds maintenance company who look after the grassed areas around the village.  The Chair shared that there had been an escalating number of complaints regarding the grass cutting and grass they advised had been left on graves, complaints seemed to be centred around the cemetery area.  The Councillors had received complaints directly and which had been directed to the Clerk.  The Chair shared that it was felt that issues should be discussed openly to try and deal with the concerns together.  The Chair shared that we needed to talk about the issue as people find it sensitive to deal with and want to see the headstones in good order.  He summarised that the Parish Council wish to have and in respect of the people past away in the cemetery and for their families who visit.  The Parish Council discussed the cut schedule which was contracted for every two weeks and whether this was too stretched and perhaps was compounding issues.  The Parish Council also discussed whether grass arisings should be taken away.  The contractors advised that the grass grew much quicker in the cemetery than other areas, and they felt it needed to be cut three times a month instead of two to keep on top of this.  
The Chair shared that all previous grounds maintenance contractors had all came up with the same issues of arisings being left, and in some cases the standard of cut not being there.  

The discussion was opened up to the public.  A parishioner shared that on Mother's Day it had looked lovely but since then it has got out of hand.  A member of the public shared that the change in weather meant that sometimes a cut was needed more frequently than other times,  and the grass was very thick in the cemetery.  Following comments in regard to the Playing Field grass, the Parish Council agreed that it would monitor the playing field as it was felt that extra costs involved needed to be balanced carefully. 
The Contractors confirmed following a query by the Clerk that the dog fouling on the playing field had improved and it was hoped that it would continue, it was noted that a notice had been placed in the village voice.  
The Parish Council resolved that it would agreed to weekly grass cuts while needed and if the weather changes the Contractor will contact the Clerk to advise, and likewise if extra cuts not planned are further needed to also contact the Clerk to arrange. Cllr Javey Osler agreed to arrange for a skip to be placed on the cemetery for the arisings for the contractor to clear.  This was proposed by Cllr Terry Hipsey, seconded by Cllr Christine Feltwell, all were in favour. 
98/18 Assets Register
The Parish Council reviewed the register as presented for approval, the approval of the register was Proposed: Cllr Terry Hipsey , Seconded: Cllr Christine Feltwell, all were in favour.
99/18 Approval of Statement of Accounts
The Clerk advised that the document would be available on the website and notice board.  Cllr Alison Youngs presented the information and explained the information on the accounting statements. 
As presented were for approval, the approval of the Statement of Accounts was Proposed: Cllr Alison Youngs, Seconded: Cllr Terry Hipsey, all were in favour.
100/18 Approval of Annual Return

The Clerk shared that this item was for overall approval of the Annual Return presented.  The overall approval was Proposed: Cllr Alison Youngs, Seconded: Cllr Terry Hipsey,  all were in favour.
101/18 Facebook Page 
Cllr Alison Youngs had shared Facebook as a suggestion for the Parish Council to use as a way of keeping the public informed.  The Chair shared that the Parish Council needed to consider who would administrate it and who would monitor it.  The Parish Council agreed after discussion not to pursue due to concerns about privacy and how to deal with messages that were instant in nature.
102/18 Handyman Services
The Chair advised that the Handyman had resigned from his position during May, and the Parish Council needed to discuss the role.  The Clerk shared that the Parish Council needed to consider whether it wished to recruit to the current post as an employee of the Southery Parish Council or whether delete the post.  The Chair proposed that the post be deleted and work to be carried out to be arranged on an adhoc basis.  The Parish Councillors agreed to carry out monthly inspections of village areas on a rota themselves using the prescribed form that would be filed with the Clerk.  The Clerk advised that the filing of the form was important for insurance purposes.  The deletion of the post of Handyman and Councillor inspection rota Proposed: Cllr Terry Hipsey, Seconded: Cllr James Green, all were in favour.
103/18 SAM 2 - Speed Sign
The Clerk explained that the Handyman's role had been to deliver to Speedwatch volunteer once a month the two signs with a fresh battery for them to download information and when complete after an hour to re install in new locations.  The volunteer advised the Parish Council that a person who did this would require a safe inspected ladder to get the signs down and a certificate of training in this practice too.  The Chair shared concerns in regard to health and safety of placing the signs up and also the storage and handling of the batteries.  It was noted that the Police had been in the local area with their speed van.   There had been a Speed Awareness Event and Southery had been one of the worst effected by speed.  The Clerk advised that she would contact the manufactures Westcotec on these concerns and explore what options they could offer for the safest way to action this work.  The Clerk agreed to add the latest data on the website.  
104/18 CIL Payment
The Chair shared that the Borough Council had provided £290.40 of Community Infrastructure Levy for two houses that had been built in recent months.  The Chair proposed the money be held for the repair to the cemetery path. Proposed: Cllr Terry Hipsey, Seconded: Cllr Alison Youngs, all were in favour.
104/18 Cemetery Path

The Clerk advised that the cemetery path had been placed on the agenda for discussion.  The Clerk had received two quotes of around £6.5k.  The Council discussed the justification for spending resurfacing the pathway to this amount.  Cllr Christine Feltwell shared that she felt that the path should be resurfaced.  The Parish Council discussed and there were thoughts around tripping hazards in certain areas of the pathway.  The Clerk added that financially the Parish Council had sound accounts that she wouldn't have concerns about spend of this nature  The Parish Council agreed to review it again but with quotes for a different method, such as a skimming job that could be applied to the path.  The Clerk agreed to seek two quotes of a cheaper option that could be offered by the contractors.
Proposed: Cllr Terry Hipsey, Seconded: Cllr Javey Osler, all were in favour.
105/18 Planning
There were no planning applications for consideration.  The Parish Council had noted the following decisions received, the Chair advised all were delegated authority and permitted development:
	18/00833/AG 
	Further Fen Farm Lynn Road Southery Downham Market Norfolk PE38 0HS - Agricultural Prior Notification: Proposed general purpose agricultural storage building 
	Consent Not Required 

18 May 2018 

Delegated Decision 


106/18
Finance

The following payments were approved for May 2018: 
	Clerk Salary and Expenses
	374.81

	Handyman Salary 
	93.70

	HMRC PAYE
	100.20

	Wave (Anglian Water) - Playing Field Standing Charge
	36.60

	EON - Streetlighting-Recreation Cabin
	54.06

	Payroll Fee
	54.00

	Grounds Maintenance - May
	380.00

	K&M Streetlighting - Maintenance
	86.08

	BCKLWN - Waste Bins
	257.50

	JD Signs - Village Hall Road Sign
	10.00

	Total
	1446.95


Proposed: Cllr Terry Hipsey, Seconded:  Cllr Alison Youngs , all agreed.

Income during May had been £470.93 which included £427 raised at the Bingo event.
The Clerk advised that LED Upgrades for street lighting had been back dated by 14 months resulting in a £507.43 credit on the account with EON that would cover the next two months bills.  Monthly bills would be lower. 
107/18
Councillors concerns and agenda items for next meeting 
· Cllr Roger Whitehead shared concerns about drainage at Campsey Road, he was aware that it would be piped and not an open dyke.  He shared that there had been concerns in the past about open dykes with risk of children falling in, but there was now thoughts around cleaning out the dyke and with its location backing onto North Lawn and Campsey Road was not idea.  He stated that if a child did drown who would be responsible. Cllr Roger Whitehead had met with many authorities about it and wrote to people.  Cllr Roger Whitehead advised that Cllr Storey, Farmers Union, Drainage Board, Anglian Water, Norfolk County Council had all been involved and visited the site.  Cllr Roger Whitehead confirmed the issues was not Environment Agency one.   The Clerk advised that the investigations had gone cold with the Flood Water Management Team following a site meeting with the Norfolk County Council Highways Manager Andy Wallace and the Drainage Board.  Cllr Martin Storey advised that Cllr Roger Whitehead had been advised to write himself and other residents to the Flood and Water Team, Cllr Roger Whitehead advised that he had and no one had got back to him.  The Clerk agreed to get in touch with the Flood and Water Management Team at Norfolk County Council.  Cllr Martin Storey agreed to chase up with them as no response had been received. 
· Old Church Ruins - The Clerk would continue to chase the Borough Council.

· Cllr Alison Youngs suggested that we the beet factory regarding the community project fund.  The Chair advised the Factory Manager shared that if there was funding needed an employee that works for the factory and lived in the village could take a project forward.  The Councillors agreed to take it forward and contact anyone they knew lived in the village and worked at the factory.
· Cllr Crispin Copsey commented that he was concerned how much the works of Anglian Water had cost and the successful the work had been.  The Clerk agreed to contact them with details of what their long term plan was.
· The Clerk agreed to look into purchasing Union Jack flags, 5 x 3.  
· The Clerk agreed to write to the property that were resting signs against fence on Were hen and ask them to remove.

· War Memorial willow tree overhanging was discussed and the Clerk advised that she had written to the owner.
· The Clerk follow up with NCC on reports of sunken drain covers on Feltwell Road.
· The Clerk advised that the drain cover at Recreation Drive had been reported to Norfolk County Council Highways.
· The Bus Route was on the Clerk's action list.

· The Community Payback scheme was on the Clerk's action list.
108/18 Forward Work Programme

The Parish Council noted the programme.  

109/18
Public Comments / Questions
· A resident raised issue on Recreation Drive of the height of trees that backed onto the properties from the playing field.  The Chair advised that the Parish Council had discussed earlier in the year and it was agreed that the weight of the machines would cause damage to the field at  the time and mainly due to nesting season for birds that it couldn't be done until the autumn.  The Parishioner also advised that it was pushing out width wise and wished for their property to be secure with raising a fence but this couldn't currently be done.  The Parishioners advised that the back fence is open and was concerned about safety.   The Chair advised that the Councillors would view the issue.
· A resident commented on whether the sugar factory would be expanding their crop of cannabis.  

· A resident shared that they thought the 20mph signs were inconsistent and lorries were not adhering to mileage speed though not compulsory.  There was concern that people didn't know about the 20mph near the school and people weren't going to this speed as cars needed to break. The Chair shared that the issue of speeding continued to be an issue and the speed data was sent to the Police monthly.  The Police van had been attending the village.  The Chair shared that the Parish Council didn't have speed restriction powers to put them in place themselves, and the Norfolk County Council had the powers to put in the speed restrictions.  There was concerns there was not enough 20 mph repeater signs from the A10 to Feltwell Road.  The Chair shared that the Norfolk County Council will do work to ensure that Parishes are kept safe, and other places had been told that there may take five years to put similar schemes in place and with budget restrictions in place.  
· A resident commented that there was issue with the 30mph on the road painted though it had changed to 20mph and was confusing and requires drivers to stick to 20mph.  The Clerk advised that she had reported it.  
· The Clerk reminded the public that anyone can report Norfolk County Council Highways Defects using the portal online and will sit within their jobs list for priorities.  https://apps.norfolk.gov.uk/HighwaysDefect
· Cllr Alison Youngs advised that we have the 20mph on the southern part of the village, and not elsewhere, and perhaps causing confusing amongst the village with the changes in different areas of the village.  The Chair shared that the Parish Council got involved within the consultation at the time and any further reviews wouldn't be looked at for some time.   Cllr Storey said that Southery were treated as a special case with the volume of traffic it received, which is why there were many signs and measures in place, Southery had been provided with extra signage which other parishes haven't got.  Cllr Martin Storey shared that it is good to see the results in the village of the 20mph speed limit.  Cllr Martin Storey shared that people could attend with him to County Hall and they could be advised how Southery has benefited compared to other parishes.  

· A parishioner raised about the drainage at Campsey Road and advised that it was unfortunate that issues weren't yet resolved.
110/18
Date of Next Meeting (All at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall)  Monday 2 July 2018.  
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm
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